
 
 
 
 

1 | P a g e  
 

2011 Northern Championship: Rounds 1 & 2 
Venue: Oulton Park – International Circuit 
Date: 2nd April 2011 
 
Words & Editing: Matt Hawkins 
Images: Kindly supplied courtesy of Rachel at Bourne Photographic        
               (www.bournephotographic.co.uk) 

  

 

Introduction 

The opening two rounds of the 2011 Avon Tyres BRSCC Northern Formula Ford 1600 Championship 
took place at Oulton Park on Saturday 2

nd
 April.  After a very positive winter break that saw excellent 

communication and planning between the competitors and the organisers, the championship sees a 
welcome return to both separate races and separate qualifying sessions for the Post-89 and Pre-90 
categories for 2011.  At this opening double header meeting, the qualifying sessions set the grid 
positions for the first races, with the grids for the second races being decided by the finishing 
positions in the race one.    
 

 

Pre-90 Qualifying 

Cloudy and dry, but undoubtedly slippery, conditions greeted the 22 Pre-90 competitors for the first 
qualifying period of the 2011 season.  The opening minutes of the session saw the quickest times 
being set by the class D drivers Nigel Dolan, Mario Sarchet, Matt Ridge and Ian Parkington.  The 
fastest class C time was initially set by Jeff Hodgson, switching from Post-89 to Pre-90 for 2011 in the 
ex-Lee Hannam Reynard.  However, Hodgson’s time was subsequently beaten by the ever improving 
Andrew Thomas in another class C Reynard. 

By the half session distance, Dolan 
continued to stamp his authority on 
proceedings, being over half a second 
quicker than his closest competitors – 
Sarchet, Parkington, Thomas and a fast 
lapping Mike Stewart who was second 
quickest for much of the period.  At the 
end of qualifying, Dolan claimed pole 
position, sharing the front row with 
Parkington; and ahead of Ridge and 
Stewart on row two.  Thomas, Hodgson 
and Sarchet claimed the next three 
spots on the grid, with Dave Franklin, 
John Wilkinson and Ryan Dignan 
completing the top ten qualifiers.  

http://www.bournephotographic.co.uk/


 
 
 
 

2 | P a g e  
 

 

Post-89 Qualifying 

12 cars took to the circuit for the 20 minute Post-89 qualifying session, consisting of ten class A 
competitors and two from class B.  There was due to be a third class B entrant, but unfortunately Mike 
Bennett discovered engine damage during the previous day’s testing and was forced to withdraw.  
The early laps saw the Van Diemen’s of Doug Crosbie, John Murphy, Martin Short and David 
McArthur battling for the top spot on the timing screens. 

At the half way point in the session, 
it was the same quartet of drivers 
heading the times, with Murphy 
holding the advantage ahead of 
Crosbie, followed by Short then 
McArthur.  All four were pushing 
hard, as demonstrated by a wide 
run onto the grass out of Lodge 
corner by McArthur – who was also 
being challenged by an ever 
improving Jamie Jardine, as well as 
his Dad, Neil McArthur.  At the 
chequered flag, class B man 
Murphy hung on to pole position by 
quarter of a second from Short, 
who posted his fastest time on the 
very last lap.  Crosbie and Jardine 

qualified third and fourth, with row three being an all McArthur affair.  Rob Smith and Chris 
Middlehurst on row four also both set their fastest times on the final lap, with Simon Kinsey, Jack 
Drinkall, Steve Chapman and Ian Wood completing the grid.      
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Pre-90 Race 1 

The earlier cloud cover had lifted to leave sunny and dry conditions for the day’s first Pre-90 race.  
Unfortunately the grid was one car short, with Dave Franklin having suffered a broken throttle linkage; 
however his team were working hard to have it repaired for the second race.  At the race start, both of 
the front row men started well, but it was Ian Parkington who just managed to edge ahead of pole 
sitter, Nigel Dolan.  Row two starters, Mike Stewart and Jeff Hodgson, dropped in behind the lead pair 
to battle for third spot. 

Two laps into the race and unfortunately Matt Ridge pulled into the pit lane and out of the race with 
brake problems.  Also retiring from the race on lap three was Mike Mullins, the Cheshire driver 
suffering with an engine misfire in his class D Van Diemen.  Parkington and Dolan began opening up 
an advantage over the next group of four cars - made up of Stewart, Hodgson, Mario Sarchet and 
Andrew Thomas.  A little further back, Juiceie Bruceie and John Wilkinson were battling for seventh, 
while the dice for tenth was a three way affair between David Gavan, Phil Nelson and Will Alterman. 

In the laps that followed, Dolan 
managed to grab the lead from 
Parkington at Lodge corner, while 
Hodgson took third up the inside of 
Stewart through Old Hall.  A welcome 
new addition to the championship, 
Graham Legget in his class E Crossle, 
was sadly forced to retire with engine 
problems – putting an end to his day’s 
racing, but he was already looking 
forward to being back out at the next 
meeting at Anglesey.  Proving that 
there is always close racing to be had 
throughout the Northern FF1600 field, 
there was a great three way tussle for 
sixteenth taking place between John 
Swift, Roy MacGregor and David 
Beechey.   
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At the head of the race, Dolan and Parkington continued to pull away from the rest of the field, while 
Stewart returned the favour to Hodgson by retaking third spot at Old Hall corner.  Meanwhile Thomas 
was dropping off from Sarchet, and finding himself coming under increasing pressure from Bruceie.  
There was plenty of action to be had at Lodge corner, with Thompson having a spin and continue, 

and Gavan unfortunately spinning out 
of the race at the same spot.  A little 
later in the race, it would also be the 
place that Dolan ran wide onto the 
grass, allowing Parkington back 
through into the lead. 

By the closing stages, Bruceie had 
closed right in on Thomas to 
challenge for sixth spot, bringing 
Ryan Dignan with him.  Elsewhere 
the battle for twelfth had turned into a 
three way Van Diemen dice between 
Robin Booth, Thompson and Nelson; 
the latter carrying a battered nose 
cone on his car.  At the chequered 
flag, Parkington hung on to take the 
win by just 0.093 seconds from 

Dolan, with Hodgson finally getting the better of Stewart for the third step on the podium.  Sarchet 
finished a relatively comfortable fifth, with Bruceie a little further back in sixth, just ahead of Thomas 
and the fast improving Dignan.  Wilkinson and Alterman completed the top ten finishers, with 
Parkington also claiming the fastest lap honours.   
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Post-89 Race 1  

As the red lights dimmed for the start of the first Post-89 race, pole sitter, John Murphy held his grid 
position advantage in the run down to Old Hall corner to take up the lead ahead of second place 
starter, Martin Short.  Jamie Jardine started well from fourth on the grid, managing to immediately 
grab third position from Doug Crosbie.  Jardine continued his great start further round the opening lap, 
moving ahead of Short into second place.   

In the laps that followed, Murphy began 
extending his lead over Jardine, while 
Short and Crosbie were racing wheel-
to-wheel for third.  Crosbie looked to be 
the quickest man on track, and this was 
reflected in the lap times, allowing the 
Cheshire driver to get the better of his 
old rival, Short.  He then quickly set 
about closing in on, and passing, 
Jardine to move into second place.  
Behind the lead quartet, David 
McArthur, Neil McArthur and Simon 
Kinsey were battling for fifth, while 
Chris Middlehurst and Jack Drinkall 
were in close quarters for ninth. 

By half race distance, Rob Smith had 
closed right in on the three way dice for fifth to make it a great to watch four car train.  At the head of 
the race, the hard charging Crosbie had homed in on the gearbox of leader Murphy to put the 
Liverpool driver under plenty of pressure.  This pressure eventually paid dividends, with a moment for 
Murphy on lap seven dropping him back to fourth place, and allowing Crosbie to take up the race 
lead.  Kinsey found himself being passed by Smith, and then getting into a 360 degree spin at 
Knickerbrook. This in turn dropped 
him right into the attentions of Drinkall 
in ninth. 

At the race finish, Crosbie took a well 
deserved overall win and fastest lap 
award.  Jardine finished in second 
spot, less than a second ahead of 
Short in third.  Long time race leader, 
Murphy, finished fourth, ahead of 
David McArthur in a comfortable fifth.  
The ever improving Smith managed to 
take sixth place from Neil McArthur by 
0.284 seconds, with Kinsey finishing 
eighth, just ahead of Drinkall.  
Middlehurst, Steve Chapman and Ian 
Wood completed the overall 
classification, with all the race starters 
making it to the chequered flag.      
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Pre-90 Race 2  

The run down to Old Hall at the start 
of the second Pre-90 race saw the 
same four drivers leading the way as 
they had done earlier in the day.  Ian 
Parkington headed the group, ahead 
of Nigel Dolan, Mike Stewart and Jeff 
Hodgson.  However, by the end of 
the opening lap the order had been 
shuffled, with Dolan taking the race 
lead, and Hodgson getting ahead of 
Stewart.  Behind the lead group, 
Juiceie Bruceie, Andrew Thomas, 
Mario Sarchet, Ryan Dignan and 
John Wilkinson were all in close 
contention for the next few places in 
the running order. 

After his non-start in race one, Dave Franklin repaired his Reynard and started race two from the back 
of the grid.  Also starting at the rear of the grid was race one non-finisher, Matt Ridge, who had also 
sorted his earlier braking problems.  The pair were undoubtedly going to be key drivers to watch 
coming through the field in the second Pre-90 race - and sure enough by the second lap Franklin had 
made it up to fifth in the running order and Ridge was in eighth.  Also on lap two, Bruceie had a spin 
at Cascades; dropping himself down the running order.  At the end of the lap, there were two 
unfortunate retirements from the race in to the pit lane.  Mike Mullins retired for the second time in the 
day with an engine misfire, and Stewart was forced to pull out from fourth spot with handling 
problems.  An engine mount bolt that had worked loose was subsequently discovered as the cause. 

At the head of the field, Dolan, Parkington and Hodgson were running relatively spread out following 
the departure of Stewart.  However, the whole field would shortly all be closed up when contact 
between Bruceie and David Gavan at Lodge corner brought out the Safety Car.  Gavan’s car was 
pushed clear of the circuit by the marshals, however Bruceie’s car required a suspended tow to be 
removed to a safe position.  Following the end of the safety car period, Dolan made a perfect restart 
from the head of the pack; quickly establishing a comfortable lead over his rival Parkington. 
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In the laps that followed Dolan, Parkington and Hodgson once again found themselves running 
relatively spread out in the first three places, while Thomas and Franklin were battling for fourth spot.  
Ridge was in fifth, ahead of a slightly more noisy than normal Dignan with exhaust issues in sixth.  It 
was great to once again see battles throughout the field, with Sarchet and Will Alterman in close 
contention for ninth, and the race for eleventh being a three way dice between Trevor Morgan, Barry 
Thompson and Phil Nelson.  Class E men, John Swift and Roy MacGregor, were battling for 
fourteenth, while Dave Beechey and Robin Booth were racing for sixteenth. 

On the final lap of the race, an 
intermittent gear selection 
problem struck race leader Dolan, 
and with Parkington having closed 
right up behind him, the 
unexpected slowing of Dolan’s car 
saw contact between the two.  As 
a result Dolan was cruelly put out 
of the race, however Parkington 
was able to recover and carry on 
to take the race win.  This left 
Hodgson to finish the race in 
second, with Thomas taking a 
much deserved first podium finish 
in third.  After his back of the grid 
start, Ridge took an impressive 
fourth spot, ahead of a strong fifth 
place finish for Dignan, and fellow 
back row starter, Franklin, in sixth.  Wilkinson beat Sarchet across the line for seventh spot by a mere 
0.015 seconds, with Alterman and Morgan rounding out the top ten finishers.  Parkington’s near 
perfect point’s haul for the day left him in clear top spot at the head of the points table after the first 
meeting, ahead of Hodgson in second after his two consistent podium finishes, and Dolan in third. 
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Post-89 Race 2 

At the start of the day’s second Post-89 event, race one winner Doug Crosbie once again was a little 
slow getting off the line, and again Jamie Jardine slipped past in the run down to Old Hall – on this 
occasion to take the race lead.  Third place man on the grid, Martin Short, also started strongly and 
also managed to get past Crosbie into second.  John Murphy was another fast starter, while Neil 
McArthur who started seventh on the grid, found himself at the back of the field by the end of the 
opening lap. 

In the early exchanges, Jardine 
managed to quickly establish 
himself a very comfortable lead at 
the head of the race while the 
following six cars slowed each 
other up as the squabbled over 
second spot.  In addition to 
Crosbie, Short and Murphy - David 
McArthur, Rob Smith and Simon 
Kinsey were also all in the mix.  
Meanwhile there was also a four 
way dice developing for ninth 
position between Ian Wood, Steve 
Chapman, Jack Drinkall and the 
recovering Neil McArthur. 

The six car group for second 
position eventually broke up a little 

as Crosbie and Short pulled away from the rest.  But once again it was Crosbie who was the fastest 
man on track as he got the better of Short, and then quickly set about closing in on leader, Jardine.  
By just about half race distance, Crosbie was right on Jardine’s gearbox, and grabbed the lead with 
an overtake through Lodge corner.  Further back, Chris Middlehurst was having a relatively lonely 
race in eight, while Wood and Chapman were running together for tenth after being passed by Neil 
McArthur, and having dropped a misfiring Drinkall. 

Having got himself into the race lead, Crosbie managed to open up a small lead over Jardine in 
second.  One of the best spectacles on track was the battle for fifth between Murphy and Smith who 
traded places on a number of occasions.  Late on in the race, Kinsey had a spin on the exit of Lodge 
corner as he began to climb Deer Leap, but managed to recover and carry on.  Meanwhile, Jardine 
had closed right back in on leader 
Crosbie, and for the second time in 
the meeting, a Formula Ford race 
leader at the start of the final lap 
would find himself cruelly out of the 
event before the chequered flag.  A 
fuel pickup problem brought Crosbie’s 
car to a halt on the final lap, leaving 
Jardine to take the race win ahead of 
Short and David McArthur.  Smith 
finished fourth, ahead of Kinsey in fifth 
and Murphy in sixth.  Neil McArthur 
took seventh spot, with Middlehurst, 
Chapman, Wood and Drinkall 
completing the race finishers.  Two 
points for his second fastest lap award 
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of the day was a small consolation for Crosbie, who left the meeting standing third in the points table, 
behind Short and championship leader, Jardine.  

 

 

 

Rounds three, four and five of 2011 will take place back at the championship’s first ever triple header 
meeting at Anglesey Circuit over Good Friday and East Saturday – 22

nd
 & 23

rd
 April….we hope to see 

you there!! 

Matt Hawkins: Coordinator – Avon Tyres Northern Formula 1600cc Championship  
(mj.hawkins@btinternet.com) 
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