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Northern Championship: Rounds 11 & 12 
National Championship: Rounds 11 & 12 
Venue: Oulton Park – International Circuit 
Date: 4th September 2010 
 
Introduction 
 
Saturday 4

th
 September saw the final visit of the 2010 season to Oulton Park by the competitors in the 

Avon Tyres Formula Ford 1600 Northern Championship, in association with REIS.  The meeting 
covered rounds 11 and 12 of the 14 round championship, in addition to counting as the equivalent 
rounds for the Formula Ford 1600 National Championship.  Once again using the full International 
circuit configuration, the results of the meeting would confirm the Post-89 and Pre-90 Champions of 
Oulton for 2010, and quite possibly also the National champion for the season.  The format took that 
of a combined qualifying session for the Post-89 and Pre-90 categories, but with the races run 
separately.  The qualifying session decided grid slots for the first race of the afternoon, with the race 
two grid being the finishing order from race one.   

Combined Qualifying 

A sunny sky and dry track greeted the 37 competitors as they took to the circuit for the day’s 
combined qualifying session, and what a fabulous site they made as the large field streamed round 
the Cheshire circuit on the opening lap.  There should have been one extra driver qualifying too, but 
sadly Nigel Doe had blown his engine in testing the previous day. 

In the opening minutes of the 
session, Post-89 championship 
leaders Jordan Skinner and Stuart 
Gough leapt straight to the top of 
the time screens.  Following behind 
were more Post-89 drivers in the 
form of Doug Crosbie, Chris 
Chisnall, Neil McArthur and Martin 
Short.  One of the hottest battles of 
the day looked set to be that 
between the Pre-90 title contenders, 
John Farrell and Lee Hannam – and 
sure enough the pair were just 
0.004 seconds apart on lap times in 
the early part of the qualifying 
session.   

Post-89 regular, David Gavan, had opted to compete in his class D, Pre-90 Ray chassis at this 
meeting, and was having an eventful couple of weekend.  After a heavy off in testing the previous 
day, his qualifying session came to a very premature end with an overheating, steaming car in the pit 
lane.  Meanwhile out on track, fellow class D man, Phil Bisgrove, was clearly trying hard getting his 
Van Diemen very close to the wall coming out of Deer Leap.   

As the session progressed, Skinner managed to keep a small advantage over Gough, despite a 
missed gear at Lodge that the Australian teenager was lucky not to damage his engine with.  Crosbie 
was continuing to qualify well by holding third spot, but now he was under pressure from Neil Patten 
and Mike Bennett.  Also improving as the laps unfolded was Salisbury rookie, Dan Wells, once again 
making a very welcome long haul trip to Oulton Park. 
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The chequered flag came out for 
the end of the period, and Gough 
managed to grab pole on his very 
last flying lap.  Moments later, 
Skinner crossed the line to retake 
the top spot with a seemingly 
unbelievable lap time; and so it 
proved as he had missed the 
Hislops Chicane entry on the last 
lap and the time was discounted.  
Gough therefore took pole by 
quarter of second from Skinner, 
with Crosbie maintaining third 
ahead of Patten, Bennett and 
Chisnall.  Short, Phil Austin, Wells 
and McArthur rounded out the 
overall and Post-89 top ten 
qualifiers.  In Pre-90, Farrell 

grabbed the pole position advantage from Hannam, with Nigel Dolan, Bruce Evans, Will Alterman, 
Andrew Thomas, John Wilkinson, Bisgrove, Andrew MacGregor and Jim Mitchell filling the next eight 
positions.  
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Post-89 Race 1 

20 cars lined up on the grid 
for the first of the day’s Post-
89 races.  Pole man Stuart 
Gough made an unusually 
poor start, seeming to initially 
get moving okay, but then 
almost immediately bogging 
down.  This let the fast 
starting Jordan Skinner and 
Mike Bennett to get clearly 
ahead before Old Hall corner.  
Gough was however quick to 
recover and was back past 
Bennett into second place just 
a corner later through the left 
hander at Cascades.  On the following lap, Gough was just millimetres from the gearbox of Skinner at 
the same place, and managed another brave overtake to take the race lead. 

Behind the lead pair, Bennett had a small advantage over a very tightly packed group of six drivers 
made up of Chris Chisnall, Doug Crosbie, Neil Patten, Martin Short, Dan Wells and Phil Austin.  On 
lap three, the leaders’ advantage over the rest of the field increased further with the demise of 
Bennett at Island Bend due to electrical problems.  Nonetheless the chasing pack continued to 
provide spectacular entertainment, with Chisnall leading Crosbie and Patten out of Deer Leap, only 
for the trio to cross the line three abreast and then Crosbie to grab the advantage through Old Hall.   

Meanwhile, John Murphy in ninth had closed in on the back of Wells, Short and Austin.  The battle for 
tenth was a three way affair between Neil McArthur, Joe Walton and Oliver Bull, while Robert Smith, 
Jeff Hodgson and Jamie Jardine were in close quarters for sixteenth.  As was to be expected, Skinner 
was not letting Gough get away from him and build up an advantage.  In fact, the Australian was 
upping the pressure on the race leader, and by half distance his hard work paid dividends with a 
successful move to retake the lead.  

As the race developed in the second half, Crosbie, Chisnall and Patten became a little more spread 
out in third, fourth and fifth.  This left the next real battle on track being that for sixth between Wells, 
Short and Austin, who had managed to pull away somewhat from the attentions of Murphy.  There 
was however no let up in the three way tussle for tenth, with McArthur, Walton and Bull as close as 

ever as they crossed the line to start 
lap seven.   

The lead pair traded fastest laps times 
in the second part of the race, 
although Skinner seemed to just about 
have the measure of his challenger.  
Meanwhile Patten overhauled 
Chisnall’s small advantage and 
passed his fellow Cheshire driver to 
take fourth spot.  Short was ever 
improving as the race continued and 
he over took Wells to move into sixth 
place.  A little further back, Jardine in 
fourteenth had pulled away from Smith 
and Hodgson, who now found 
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themselves in a battle with visitor, Paul Mason. 

At the chequered flag, Skinner took the race win by 1.12 seconds from Gough, although the second 
place man took a couple of useful extra points by securing the fastest lap time.  Crosbie war third on 
the podium, ahead of Patten and Chisnall.  Wells managed to get back ahead of Short to take a sixth 
place finish, with Austin, Murphy, and Walton completing the top ten.    

 

Pre-90 Race 1  

At the start of the day’s first Pre-90 race, most of the top ten on the grid made clean starts to get the 
20 minute event under way.  Hence pole position man, John Farrell, took up the race lead, with Lee 
Hannam second on the grid 
dropping in behind him.  
Sadly Andrew Thomas and 
Jim Mitchell would not make it 
to the end of the opening lap, 
as contact between the pair 
put both out of the race at 
Knickerbrook.  In the opening 
exchanges, Hannam lost 
second place to class D’s 
Nigel Dolan, however by the 
end of lap two he had 
regained the position 
following a small mistake by 
Dolan.  Not far behind the pair 
was Welshman Bruce “Juiceie Bruceie” Evans having his first outing of the 2010 season. 
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The race unfolded into a typically entertaining Pre-90 affair, with plenty to see throughout the field.  
There was a three way class D scrap for seventh developing between Andrew MacGregor, Phil 
Bisgrove and Barry Thompson.  David Gavan and Roy Macgregor were battling for twelfth spot, while 
not far behind, Patrick Humphreys and David Beechey were in close quarters for fourteenth.  No 
doubt plenty of hard work was put in by the RSM Motorsport outfit to get Gavan out for the race after 
his extensive overheating problems earlier in the day during qualifying. 

By the second half of the race, the field was becoming a little more strung out.  Leader Farrell was 
gradually increasing his advantage over Hannam, while third place man, Dolan was comfortably 
ahead of Evans.  Thompson had dropped away slightly from the back of Bisgrove and Andrew 
Macgregor, and unfortunately his race would be cut short two laps from the end after a minor mistake 
resulted in an off that damaged two corners of the car.   

Class C’s Will Alterman was running 
comfortably in fifth spot, with class 
D’s John Wilkinson in sixth.  
However, Wilkinson was having to 
watch his mirrors as the 
Bisgrove/MacGregor battle was 
gaining behind him.  In fact it wasn’t 
long and Bisgrove was right on his 
gearbox challenging for the position.  
A gap opened up through Old Hall 
and Wilkinson was forced to concede 
the position.  Andrew Macgregor also 
had a look up his inside, but was 
unable to follow Bisgrove through.   

 

At head of the race, Hannam was endeavouring to cut into Farrell’s advantage with a provisional 
fastest lap, but once again the UCLAN driver responded to maintain the gap.  And so at the 
chequered flag it was a rejuvenated Farrell who took the win by nearly eight seconds from his 
championship rival, Hannam, as well as bagging the fastest lap.  Dolan took third position and the 
class D honours, with Evans posting an excellent result in fourth for his first race of the year.  
Alterman took a comfortable fifth place finish ahead of Bisgrove and Wilkinson.  A late race demise for 
Andrew Macgregor left Robin Booth in eighth spot and Trevor Morgan in ninth.  Gavan got the better 
of Roy Macgregor in their race long battle to take the tenth place finish.   
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Post-89 Race 2  

The second races of the meeting were of 15 minutes duration; 5 minutes less than those earlier in the 
day.  The cloud cover had increased as the afternoon wore on, but nonetheless conditions remained 
dry.  With the grid positions being decided by the race one finishing order, Jordan Skinner lined up on 
pole position with Stuart Gough alongside him on the front row.  The pair were perfectly poised to fight 
over the Champion of Oulton title in the following laps; the championship having gone down to the 
very last race.  Behind them on the grid were Doug Crosbie and Neil Patten on row two, and Chris 
Chisnall and Dan Wells on row three.  Mike Bennett was also sure to be worth watching, the 
experienced racer starting from the back of the grid. 

Skinner held the pole position 
advantage when the red lights went 
out, but by the time the field headed 
down the Avenue for the first time, 
Gough was already alongside looking 
for a way past.  Wells also started 
strongly, having gained two places to 
move up into fourth by the end of the 
opening lap.  On lap two the whole 
complexion of the lead battle 
changed when mechanical failure put 
Skinner out of the race at 
Knickerbrook.  This left Gough with a 
very strong lead over second place 
man, Patten, and just needing to get 
the car home at the front to secure 
the track championship title.  As the 
following pack took avoiding action 

during Skinner’s exit from the race, tenth place runner, John Murphy, picked up damage to his nose 
cone and was forced back to the penultimate spot in the running order. 
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With Gough comfortably in the lead and Patten running in second, there was a great five way dice 
developing for third position between Crosbie, Wells, Chisnall, Martin Short and Oliver Bull.  
Elsewhere, Paul Mason, Joe Walton and David McArthur were the trio battling for thirteenth.  Bennett 
was making the expected rapid progress through the field, moving up to ninth by the end of lap two.   

As the laps unfolded, Crosbie got the better of the group battling for third, and then quickly set about 
closing in on Patten in second.  Also developing was a duel for eighth position between Neil McArthur 
and the rapidly advancing Bennett, with Mike Devoy and Robert Smith challenging each other for 
eleventh.  Meanwhile on lap five of the race, Wells found himself dropped back from fourth to tenth 
place after a brief excursion onto the grass during his battle with Chisnall.  Crosbie continued to post 
some excellent laps times, and was very quickly on the gearbox of Patten, and then past him to take 
second position.  Patten picked up his pace in response, but on the day, Crosbie was the stronger of 
the two drivers.     

In the closing stages of the race, contact between Walton and Murphy put both drivers into the tyre 
wall at the exit of Shell Oils corner.  The collision forced Murphy’s car into a serious roll over that left 
the driver trapped in his upturned Van Diemen.  Fortunately the driver was not seriously hurt, and all 
credit must go to both the speedy 
work of the marshal/medical teams, 
and the strength of the chassis.  The 
incident or course caused the race to 
be red flagged and the result was 
called.  Gough, Crosbie and Patten 
took the podium positions, ahead of 
Chisnall and Short. Bennett made it to 
sixth position, with Bull, Phil Austin, 
Wells and Neil McArthur completing 
the top ten. 

The day’s results give Stuart Gough 
the Champion of Oulton title for 2010, 
while Jordan Skinner clinched the 
National Formula Ford 1600 title with 
two rounds still to run.  
Congratulations go to both drivers.   
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Photo sequence courtesy of Tim Williams at www.Excel-R8.co.uk  
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Pre-90 Race 2 

17 cars gridded up for the second Pre-90 race of the day, and once proceedings got under away; it 
was again pole man John Farrell who got away at the head of the field with Lee Hannam and Nigel 
Dolan in hot pursuit.  In the laps that followed, the lead trio pulled out a small advantage over fourth 
place man Bruce Evans.  He in turn was ahead of a three way dice for fifth between Will Alterman, 
John Wilkinson and Phil Bisgrove.  Behind them, Trevor Morgan, Andrew MacGregor and Jim Mitchell 
were contesting eighth spot, while Barry Thompson and Andrew Thomas were battling for eleventh. 

Leader Farrell managed to gradually 
gain a small advantage over the 
following pair.  Hannam in turn 
responded by upping his pace, to 
pull away from Dolan and begin 
closing back in on the rear of 
Farrell’s car.  Further back the 
various races continued to develop, 
the first of which saw Alterman and 
Wilkinson crossing the Start/Finish 
line side-by-side as they diced for 
fourth place.  Mitchell and Andrew 
Macgregor had managed to drop 
Morgan, but were still in close 
quarters for eighth spot.  This left 
Morgan to join Thompson and Robin 
Booth in a three way battle for 

eleventh.  Meanwhile, Roy Macgregor was struggling with a misfire in his Van Diemen RF85. 

By the latter stages of the race, Farrell and Hannam were still running nose-to-tail, trading fastest lap 
times in the process.  Meanwhile Dolan and Evans were having relatively quiet runs in third and fourth 
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places respectively.  Bisgrove in fifth had 
managed to pull out a small advantage 
over Alterman and Wilkinson.  The battle 
for eleventh was now a four car train, with 
David Gavan having joined the back of the 
group.  A spin for Morgan in the middle of 
the group at Old Hall corner could have 
resulted in a multi-car accident, but 
fortunately all of the other drivers 
managed to avoid him. 

Farrell drove an excellent defensive race 
to take a lights to flag victory, despite 
virtually constant pressure from second 
place finisher and fastest lap winner, 
Hannam.  Dolan once again claimed the 
third spot on the podium, with Evans taking his second fourth place finish of the day.   Bisgrove took 
fifth spot, but by less than half a second from Alterman who had managed to pull clear of seventh 

place man, Wilkinson.  Mitchell won his 
race long battle with Andrew Macgregor for 
eighth, with tenth place driver, Thomas, 
finishing right with the pair.  
Congratulations go to Farrell as the results 
confirm him as Pre-90 Champion of Oulton 
for 2010.  However in the overall Pre-90 
championship, Farrell and Hannam remain 
exceptionally close at the head of the table, 
with all to play for at the final double 
header meeting of the year at Anglesey.  
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Rounds thirteen and fourteen of the 2010 Avon Tyres Northern Formula 1600cc Championship will 
take place at the Anglesey Circuit over the weekend of 25

th 
26

th
 September.

 

Matt Hawkins: Coordinator – Avon Tyres Northern Formula 1600cc Championship  
(mj.hawkins@btinternet.com) 
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