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Southern Championship & Star of Mallory 
Venue:  Mallory Park 
Date:     25th July 2010 
 

Introduction 
 
These rounds of the Avon Tyres Formula Ford 1600 Southern Championship were part of the Peter 
Morgan Memorial Race Meeting at Mallory Park organised by the Morgan Sports Car Club.  The 
FF1600 races were combined with the FF Academy sessions and these were all run on the tight and 
deceptively quick 1.35 mile circuit.  The qualifying session decided grid slots for the first race of the 
afternoon, with the race two grid being the finishing order from race one.   

Qualifying 

Bright sunshine and clear skies greeted the competitors as they got ready for qualifying. The packed 
timetable meant that the FF1600 and FF Academy racers shared qualifying with the Monoposto 
drivers which meant that the circuit was very busy and clear laps were tough to achieve.   

As expected, Jordan Skinner, Joe Walton and Thomas Barrow quickly established themselves at the 
head of the timing screens.  Simon Davey, Rob Smith, Perry Mobbs, Kevan McLurg were also well up 
in the top ten in the opening laps.  Walton was running well after his recent Knockhill adventure but 
couldn’t quite match Skinner’s pace. A brilliant performance from Richard Hall saw him line up 3

rd
 on 

the grid, a career best and great for his first time out this year apart from a few Ginetta races.  Barrow 
and Davey rounded out the top 5 FF1600 grid positions. 

 

 

   Words & Editing: Paul Smith 
      Photos: R8 Media  
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Race 1 

 

As the cars formed on the grid for the first race the circuit was bathed in glorious sunshine, but all was 
not well with Hall’s car.  The winter layoff had taken its toll on the clutch which meant he had to start 
the race from the pitlane, which was a shame after his terrific qualifying performance. 

As the red lights went out, Walton out-dragged Skinner down the main straight and led as they dived 
into the first corner only to lose the place to Skinner’s late braking manoeuvre down the inside.  
Skinner then romped away from the pack pulling out nearly a second a lap on his pursuers.  Walton 
gave chase putting in personal bests each lap but he wasn’t able to reel in the leader. Meanwhile 
behind these two, Barrow was embroiled in a serious battle with a couple of the quick FF Academy 
drivers and this ensured he couldn’t give chase to Walton and Skinner. It also meant that Davey 
started to catch them up but he just couldn’t get onto their tails.   

After his great qualifying session, Hall’s clutch issues meant that he couldn’t match his earlier pace 
though the car improved each lap of the race.  McLurg and Mobbs both couldn’t make up the initial 
lost ground on the leaders but they both finished.  Smith and Hidalgo were involved in a ferocious 
tussle for the last four laps of the race with only a tenth of a second between them at most.  As the 
chequered flag fell it was Skinner again who was victorious and he also claimed fastest lap, Walton 
and Barrow claimed 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 spots on the podium. 
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Race 2 

 

The start of the second FF1600 race of the day was delayed due to an accident in the previous 
Morgan race and the Morgan Aero 8 course car breaking down!  After a dominant win in race one 
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Skinner was looking for more of the same in race two, but Walton and Barrow had other ideas.  Hall 
once again started from the pitlane, but at least he would be able to compete and get in amongst the 
action. The red lights went out and the cars left the line and were bunched up much more tightly than 
in race one.  With hardly anything between the leaders something had to give, and unfortunately it 
was Walton who ended up off the circuit at the John Cooper Esses.  A racing incident maybe, but it 
was enough to put him out of the race and all the mayhem gave Skinner the breathing space he 
needed to set off into the distance. With one of the main protagonists out Barrow capitalised on this 
and set off after Skinner but the young Australian maintained his lead with ease.  

Because of the delayed start the race was shortened from 15 to 12 laps which condensed the action 
and made each driver push a little harder to maintain or gain positions.  Smith and Davey were the 
star battle of the race with nothing between them and they finished 0.055 seconds apart.  Smith came 
out on top as he made easier work of getting through the backmarkers. 

Another fine drive from Skinner saw him take the chequered flag and victor’s spoils, with Barrow and 
Smith in 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 place respectively. 
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The next rounds of the 2010 Avon Tyres Southern Formula 1600 Championship will take place at 
Brands Hatch on the 21

st
 and 22

nd
 of August. 

Paul Smith 
Coordinator – Avon Tyres Southern Formula Ford 1600 Championship in association with REIS 

(ff1600@brsccformulaford.com) 
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