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Northern Championship: Rounds 5 & 6 
Venue: Anglesey Circuit - Coastal 
Date: 26th & 27th June 2010 
 

Introduction 
 
Rounds five and six of the 2010 Avon Tyres Formula Ford 1600 Northern Championship took place at 
Anglesey Circuit over the weekend of 26

th 
and 27

th
 June, utilising the challenging Coastal 

configuration of the North Wales circuit.  Entry numbers were somewhat down compared to the first 
two meetings of the year, and so while the Post-89 and Pre-90 competitors would still be competing 
for their own championships, all the cars ran together in two races over the weekend.  The format was 
a great success, with all the drivers enjoying close, competitive racing, wherever they were running in 
the field.     
 

Qualifying – Saturday 

Dry, sunny weather greeted the 22 drivers for Saturday’s 20 minute qualifying session.  
Championship leader, Jordan Skinner, was soon at the head of the timing screens, but the Australian 
looked rather less comfortable with the handling of his Ray than he had done all season.  There was 
clearly a strong opportunity for a challenge on pole position by the drivers right behind him; Neil 
Patten, Martin Short, Lee Hannam, Doug Crosbie and Neil McArthur.  Patten was looking particularly 
competitive, with this being especially impressive given that the driver was far from the best of health 
on the day.   

Hannam running in provisional fifth place was the best of the Pre-90 field, with Nigel Dolan and John 
Farrell also sitting inside the top ten.  Team Red and Black Racing’s Nigel Thompson and Kevin 
Donnelly having been focusing their 2010 efforts on a European championship campaign, but it was a 
pleasure to welcome the two Pre-90 drivers back to the Northern Championship for this meeting.  It 
was also a pleasure to welcome long distance traveller, Jaap Blijleven – a long trek to a meeting in 
anybody’s book, but particularly so given that the Dutch driver was only able to compete on the 
Saturday of the meeting!!!! 

Out on track the Anglesey twists and turns were proving as challenging as ever, with spins and 
excursions on to the grass for Neil McArthur, David Gavan and Andrew Thomas to name but a few.  
By half distance, Patten’s pressure was paying off as the Warrington driver moved himself into 
provisional pole position.  Grip 
levels were proving to be somewhat 
lower than the previous day’s 
testing, with Skinner, Dolan and 
Pete Booker being amongst those 
coming into the pit lane to make tyre 
pressure changes during the 
session.   

As the chequered flag approached, 
Neil McArthur managed to squeeze 
in one final spin on his last lap, 
while at the head of the field Patten 
combated his ill health to take a 
very impressive pole ahead of 
Skinner.  After a disappointing start 
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to the year by his own standards, Short was pleased with third on the grid ahead of Neil McArthur and 
John Murphy. Hannam in sixth was the best of the Pre-90 field, with Crosbie in seventh and Donnelly 
in eighth.  Neil’s son, David McArthur, posted a very credible ninth spot qualifying time in his first 
meeting, with Dolan equally impressive to be rounding out the top ten in his class D Van Diemen.     

 

Race - Saturday 

Although Neil Patten had grabbed the upper hand earlier in the day in qualifying, Jordan Skinner 
made his best start of the year so far when the lights went out on the grid, and propelled himself into 
the lead through the first corner.  Martin Short got away well from third on the grid, although contact 
with Neil McArthur on the opening lap put him into a spin and right to the back of the running order by 
the start of lap two.  A strong race start, coupled with Short’s spin, ensured Lee Hannam was up from 
sixth on the grid to fourth spot by the end of the opening lap.   

In the laps that followed Skinner 
once again set about opening up 
an advantage at the head of the 
field.  Patten was equally safe in 
second spot, but seemed unable to 
match the pace of the race leader.  
Behind him, a number of individual 
duels were developing for the 
following positions.  Neil McArthur 
and Lee Hannam were competing 
for third spot, with Kevin Donnelly 
and John Murphy for fifth, and 
Nigel Thompson and Doug Crosbie 
for seventh.  Crosbie particularly 
was looking for any passing 
opportunity, and as Thompson was 
forced to defend the position, this 
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allowed five other cars to tag onto the back of battle, to make a seven car train.  David McArthur, Jaap 
Blijleven, John Farrell, Jeff Hodgson and Nigel Dolan all joined the party, with Mike Stewart also not 
far off the back of the group. 

Crosbie’s pressure eventually paid off as he passed Thompson and started pulling away.  In the 
middle of the following group, there was contact between Farrell and Blijleven, both drivers were able 
to continue but it did brake up the chain of battling cars.  Meanwhile, up ahead Murphy made a clean 
overtake on Donnelly for fifth spot in the braking zone for Rocket.  He then set his sights on fourth 
place man Hannam, eventually taking the position with an identical passing move.  Elsewhere, Mike 
Mullins was circulating with no nose cone, the offending item deciding to fall off of its own accord.  

As the second half of the race 
unfolded, Thompson found himself 
trading places with David McArthur 
for eighth spot. Both drivers also 
needed to watch their back, as they 
would ultimately fall victim to Short 
on a race long recovery driver after 
his opening lap spin.  Also working 
hard to recover from earlier contact 
was Farrell in his Reynard FF89.  
Back at the head of the field, 
Skinner was maintaining a 
comfortable eight to nine second 
advantage over Patten.  Donnelly in 
sixth had an unfortunate spin in his 
Van Diemen, allowing Crosbie the 
opportunity to close in and grab the 
position. 

Skinner held his advantage all the way to the chequered flag to take the race win and also the fastest 
lap honours; being the only driver to get into the one minute twelve second bracket.  Patten finished 
second, and while Murphy was closing on third place man, Neil McArthur, in the latter stages of the 
race he was not close enough to pass before the end.  Hannam finished fifth overall, and Pre-90 race 
winner with a very polished and professional drive.  Crosbie was sixth, with Donnelly in seventh (and 
second in Pre-90).  Short, David McArthur and Nigel Dolan rounded of the top ten, with the latter 
finishing third overall in Pre-90, and class D winner. 
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Qualifying - Sunday 

The excellent conditions continued for day two of the meeting, with plenty more dry, sunny weather 
for Sunday’s racing.  Although Dutch driver, Jaap Blijleven, was unable to compete on Sunday, there 
were still 22 cars present as the second day of the meeting saw the first outing for new driver, Ryan 
Dignan.  Jordan Skinner was once again to the fore in the opening minutes of qualifying, with his early 
competition coming from Martin Short, Lee Hannam and Neil McArthur.  Neil Patten was an early 
visitor to the pit lane, but was soon back out into the fray and challenging amongst the leading times.  

As the laps unfolded, John Murphy 
also moved into the top four on the 
time sheet.    

Hannam was once again leading the 
way amongst the Pre-90 drivers, with 
fellow class C men, John Farrell, 
Nigel Thompson and Kevin Donnelly 
not far behind.  Class D’s Mike 
Stewart was providing plenty of 
entertainment with arm full’s of 
opposite lock through the final 
corner.  Later in the session, the car 
would get the better of him with a 
spin and continue for the Cheshire 
driver.  Other drivers having offs 
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during the session included Donnelly, John Wilkinson and Neil McArthur.  Further down the order, 
Barry Thompson had a late charge in the closing minutes to move two places up the order. 

As the session drew to a close, the front row positions were reversed from the previous day, with 
Skinner taking pole from Patten, by 0.3 seconds.  Neil McArthur and Short made up row two of the 
grid, ahead of Murphy and Doug Crosbie.  Top Pre-90 qualifier, Hannam was seventh alongside one 
of his championship rivals, Nigel Dolan, in eighth.  David McArthur repeated his qualifying result of the 
previous day with ninth on the grid, with class C man and Pre-90 championship leader, Farrell 
completing the top ten. 

 

Race - Sunday 

At the start of Sunday’s 20 minute race, Jordan Skinner made his second quick getaway of the 
weekend to lead the field from pole position.  The first lap was largely uneventful, and in the laps that 
followed, the lead three of Skinner, Neil Patten and Martin Short began opening up an advantage over 
the rest of the field.  Leading the 
charge behind them was another of 
trio class A cars in the form of Neil 
McArthur, John Murphy and Doug 
Crosbie.  Lee Hannam led the Pre-90 
field in fifth place overall, with his 
close rival, John Farrell, right on the 
gearbox of ninth place man, Nigel 
Thompson.  

Sadly Ryan Dignan’s first meeting 
didn’t see him make it to the 
chequered flag with an off into the tyre 
wall at the exit of Church corner.  
There was damage to one corner of 
the car, but fortunately the driver was 
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unhurt.  Farrell was continuing to push hard, perhaps a little too much so, as the Warrington driver ran 
wide through the first corner getting all four wheels off onto the grass.  Elsewhere, Kevin Donnelly’s 
race was over after three laps with a retirement at The Corkscrew, while there were also spins for 
class B’s Pete Booker and class D’s Mike Stewart, as well as a very sideways moment at Rocket for 
Barry Thompson. 

By half race distance, leader Skinner had broken clear at the head of the field, leaving teammates, 
Patten and Short battling for second.  Murphy and Crosbie were fighting for fifth spot, while Nigel 
Thompson, Nigel Dolan and David McArthur were battling for eighth.  The contest for fifteenth place 
was between Barry Thompson, Mike Mullins and a recovering Stewart, while just behind them Trevor 
Morgan was in close quarters with David Gavan.  Crosbie’s pressure finally paid off as he grabbed 
fifth from Murphy with an out braking manoeuvre up the hill into the Rocket complex.   

The combined race certainly provided great entertainment for the drivers and spectators alike.  For 
example, David McArthur was running right on the gearbox of Dolan, despite the former being a Post-
89 driver, and the latter a Pre-90.  Similarly between Gavan and Morgan further down the order.  With 
ten laps complete, second place man Patten’s race sadly came to a premature end at The Corkscrew 

with a blown engine.  However this 
would not leave Short with much 
breathing space, as he then found 
himself under scrutiny from Crosbie 
who was having a particularly strong 
second half of the race.  This was a 
return to an old on-track rivalry, with 
the pair having spent seemingly the 
entire 2009 season never more than 
a few inches apart.  For two 
successive laps, Crosbie got right 
alongside out of Church corner, but 
Short just managed to hold the 
advantage into Rocket.  Eventually 
however, Crosbie managed to make 
a passing move and complete it to 
take second position. 

At the chequered flag, Skinner took his second win of the weekend, making it five out of six for the 
season so far.  Crosbie in second and Short in third both earned well overdue podiums, with Murphy 
finishing fifth and Neil McArthur in sixth.  In Pre-90, Hannam in seventh was also a double winner for 
the weekend, closing right up on Farrell in the battle for the championship lead.  David McArthur took 
his impressive second top ten finish of the weekend in seventh, with Nigel Thompson, Dolan, and Jeff 
Hodgson rounding out the top ten.  Skinner completed a maximum points haul for the day with the 
fastest lap honours.     
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Rounds seven and eight of the 2010 Avon Tyres Northern Formula 1600cc Championship will take 
place at Oulton Park on 31 July.  

Matt Hawkins: Coordinator – Avon Tyres Northern Formula 1600cc Championship  
(mj.hawkins@btinternet.com) 
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