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Northern Championship: Rounds 3 & 4 
Venue: Oulton Park – International Circuit 
Date: 15th May 2010 
 

Introduction 
 
The second meeting of the season for the Avon Tyres Formula Ford 1600 Northern Championship 
took place at Oulton Park on Saturday 15

th
 May; the double-header event counting as rounds three 

and four of the championship.  The races also contributed as the third and fourth rounds of the 
BRSCC Formula Ford National Championship.  The meeting took place using the full International 
Circuit configuration – with lap length of 2.692 miles.   
 

Combined Qualifying 

In a repeat of the format from the opening meeting of the season, the day’s events saw separate 
Post-89 and Pre-90 races, but with a single qualifying period seeing the grids combined.  The 
qualifying period would provide the grid order for each of the first races for the two categories, with the 
grids for the second races being decided by the finishing order from race one.  Hence it was the 
stunning site of 39 Formula Fords leaving the assembly area that greeted the spectators at the start of 
qualifying, with the large number of cars seeing the qualifying period being a 25 minute session. 

Doug Crosbie took a very early exit from the session in his class A Van Diemen, the Cheshire driver 
having a heavy off at Druids on the opening lap.  In the opening minutes it was the Post-89 drivers 
Stuart Gough, Craig Currie and visiting Irishman, Morgan Dempsey, setting the early pace.  Amongst 
the Pre-90 field, it was class D man, Nigel Dolan, who was first to head the times.  As the minutes 
passed, it was no surprise to see the double winner from the opening meeting, Jordan Skinner, 
challenging at the head of the field.  Also coming into contention were Daniel Lloyd, Mike Gardner, 
Chris Chisnall and Neil Patten. 

At around half session distance, Matt Ridge retired his Van Diemen RF86 to the pit lane with 
mechanical problems, while David Gavan was struggling with a misfire in his later example.  Pre-90 
front runner, John Farrell, had his session cut short with his Reynard stranded in a gravel trap. 
Meanwhile it was Lee Hannam who had taken over the Pre-90 provisional pole position.  Gough’s 
challenge for the Post-89 pole disappeared following his retirement to the pit lane, leaving Patten as 
Skinner’s nearest challenger at the top of the time sheet.   

As the chequered flag approached it was seasoned campaigner, Mike Bennett, who pulled himself up 
to third having been steadily improving his times as the session developed.  In the closing minutes, 
Phil Bisgrove ran wide on to the grass at Lodge Corner in his class D Van Diemen, but was able to 
rejoin without too many dramas.  At the close of the session, Skinner claimed the Post-89 pole, with a 
comfortable margin of over half a second ahead of second place man, Patten.  Bennett held onto his 
third spot, ahead of a Dempsey, who claimed fourth with his very last lap.  Chisnall and Gough would 
make up row three for the first race.  For the day’s first Pre-90 race it would be Hannam in pole 
position, with Dolan alongside him on the front row of the grid.  Ian Parkington once again impressed 
in his newly built class E Royale with third on the grid, just ahead of Farrell.  Row three would be class 
C’s Dave Franklin and class D’s Mike Stewart.  

   Words & Editing: Matt Hawkins  
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Pre-90 Race 1 

As the cars gridded up for the start of the day’s first Pre-90 race, John Farrell needed a push start 
after from the marshals, but was fine to take his grid slot.  Nigel Dolan was no doubt keen to impress 
on his first front row race start, and this he did as the lights went out.  The Midland’s driver got the 
jump on pole sitter, Lee Hannam, to lead the field round the opening lap.  A little further back, Ian Ellis 
got bogged down from eleventh on the grid, and lost several places at the race start.  David Beechey 
was an early spinner on the first lap, but was able to immediately rejoin the race. 

Race leader, Dolan, found himself under plenty of pressure from Hannam, while third place man, 
Farrell was also closing on the lead pair.  Soon Farrell found himself right on Hannam’s gearbox, and 
with an over-take at Druids, the Warrington driver grabbed second position.  A short way back from 
the lead trio was another three car group of Dave Franklin, Mario Sarchet and Ian Parkington.  Behind 
them, the next three runners were John Wilkinson, Phil Bisgrove and Will Alterman.  On lap four 
Hannam retook second spot at Lodge, however the following group were also showing good pace, 
with Sarchet then Franklin posting provisional fastest lap times.  Nonetheless, Hannam kept up the 
pressure, and a lap later he took the race lead from Dolan. 
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Elsewhere in the field, the recovering Ellis was having a close battle with Jim Mitchell for tenth spot, 
while Wilkinson in seventh position found he had Bisgrove challenging right behind him.  Something 
of a car park was developing at Shell corner, with Trevor Morgan, Mike Stewart and Matt Ridge all out 
of the race there.  Leader Hannam managed to open up a small advantage at the head of the field, as 
second place man Dolan found himself concentrating more and more on the attentions of Farrell.  
Farrell’s pressure eventually paid off and he got the position; he then quickly set about reeling in the 
leader Hannam, setting the fastest lap of the race in the process. 

With about three minutes of the race remaining, Bisgrove found himself stranded on the outside of 
Lodge corner and the red flags brought an end to the race with the result called.  Hannam was 
delighted with his maiden win at his home circuit, with Farrell and Dolan taking the other two steps on 
the podium.  Franklin beat Sarchet to fourth spot by just over half a second, with Ian Parkington, 
Wilkinson, Alterman, Ellis and Mitchell completing the top ten.   

 

Post-89 Race 1 

After his crash early in qualifying, Doug Crosbie’s team put in a phenomenal amount of effort to leave 
the circuit, fetch another chassis, put an engine in it and get the car set up for the driver start the race 
from the back row of the grid.  Pole man, Jordan Skinner, made a clean start to lead the field down to 
the first corner.  Neil Patten maintained his second spot, while third placed starter, Mike Bennett had 
to contend with the hard charging Morgan Dempsey coming on the outside line all the way round Old 
Hall corner.  Right behind them, the early battle for fifth was proving equally close between Stuart 
Gough and Chris Chisnall. 

Once again, Skinner showed his natural pace by quickly opening up a small advantage over the 
following group.  The battle for second was however developing into a fantastic seven car nose-to-tail 
train.  Dempsey led the pack, ahead of Patten, Gough, Chisnall, Bennett, Daniel Lloyd and Joe 
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Walton.  Lloyd was having his debut single-seater drive in the UK, but arrived with plenty of 
experience having competed strongly in the Renault Clio Cup and the Skip Barber National 
Championship in the USA.  Amongst the chasing pack, it soon became clear that Gough was the man 
on the move.  He moved ahead of Patten into third spot, and then transferred his attentions to 
Dempsey before grabbing second place from him. 

Behind the leaders, the field was gradually becoming a little more spread out, although there were 
other close battles out on track.  Jamie Jardine and Craig Brunton had the recovering Crosbie for 
company, while Martin Short was racing in close quarters with Mike Gardner.  Back at the head of the 
field, Gough was setting a series of fastest laps as he tried to reel in Skinner.  Meanwhile, a smooth 
move up the inside saw Patten get ahead of Dempsey for third position.  Chisnall also remained in 
close contention behind the Irishman, with Bennett not far off the pace too.   

The race proved to be an ever changing one, with new duels developing all the time.  John Murphy 
was battling with Craig Currie for ninth, while Crosbie had now turned his attention to Thomas Barrow 
in thirteenth.  Meanwhile, Jardine was now racing in close quarters with Mike Devoy.  Gough 
continued to push hard, but was unable to catch race winner, Skinner, before the chequered flag.  
Patten took third, just a tenth of a second ahead of Chisnall.  Bennett got the better of Dempsey for 
fifth spot, with Lloyd, Walton, Murphy and Currie rounding out the top ten finishers.  Gough’s charge 
to try and reel in Skinner also earned him the fastest lap honours. 
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Pre-90 Race 2 

Following their one-two finish in the day’s earlier Pre-90 race, it was Lee Hannam and John Farrell 
who lined up on the front row of the grid for race two.  As the lights went out, the pair got away side-
by-side down the Start/Finish straight, and then carried on wheel-to-wheel through Old Hall and down 
the Avenue.  Eventually, Hannam just managed to keep the pole position advantage and take the 
race lead.  In the approach to Old Hall at the start of the second lap, a suspension component failure 
on the Van Diemen RF86 of Matt Ridge forced him into contact with the identical car of Barry 
Thompson.  This tipped Thompson into a spin and a resulting heavy rear-end impact with the tyre 
wall.  The accident brought out the red flags to enable the safe and secure recovery of the driver from 
his car.  Thompson was shaken, but fortunately not seriously injured, and chassis repairs permitting 
will be back out at the next round. 

The restarted race was over a reduced duration of ten minutes. Nigel Dolan got away well from third 
on the grid, quickly putting pressure on the leaders Farrell and Hannam.  Behind the lead trio, Ian 
Parkington led the charge, with Dave Franklin, Mario Sarchet, John Wilkinson and Will Alterman all in 
close attendance.  Hannam kept close to gearbox of leader, Farrell, and at the start of lap three tried 
an unsuccessful overtake through Old Hall.  The following group also continued to battle hard, with 
Dolan, then Parkington, then Franklin all setting provisional fastest lap times. 

Elsewhere in the field, there was a close battle for tenth between Jim Mitchell, Mike Stewart and Phil 
Bisgrove.  Meanwhile contact between Alterman and Ian Ellis at Lodge corner would see both drivers 
out of the race.  Back at the head of the field, Farrell continued to soak up the pressure from Hannam, 
while Franklin got the better of teammate Parkington through the first corner to take fourth spot. And 
that was how it finished at the chequered flag, with Farrell taking the win from Hannam, Dolan, 
Franklin and Parkington.  The top ten was completed by Sarchet, Stewart, Wilkinson, Bisgrove and 
Mitchell, with Franklin’s best tour taking the fastest lap award.  
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Post-89 Race 2 

Delays earlier in the day’s events meant the second Post-89 race had to unfortunately be shortened 
to a length of ten minutes.  At the race start, Jordan Skinner made an uncharacteristically slow get 
away from pole, his Ray GRK10 getting bogged down with a fair amount of wheel spin.  This allowed 
Stuart Gough alongside him on the grid to seize the advantage and take the race lead, in turn leaving 
Skinner to fall into the grasps of Chris Chisnall and Neil Patten.   

As was to be expected, Skinner quickly recovered his composure, and was soon harrying Gough for 
the lead.  The pressure eventually led to both drivers going off the track at Lodge corner at the end of 
the second lap.  Both were able to rejoin, but Gough certainly made a quicker job of it as he got back 
in the field in seventh, well ahead of Skinner in seventeenth.  The incident left Chisnall to take on the 
race lead ahead of Patten.  Behind them the battle for third was a three way affair between Morgan 
Dempsey, Mike Bennett and Daniel Lloyd.   

As the laps unfolded, various battles developed throughout the field.  John Murphy and Mike Gardner 
were dicing for eighth, while behind them there was a four way affair for tenth between Craig Currie, 
Neil McArthur, Thomas Barrow and Martin Short.  Elsewhere, Jamie Jardine and Jeff Hodgson were 
in close company for seventeenth spot.  Doug Crosbie’s highly eventful day continued, as he found 
himself out of the race at Shell corner after just three laps had been completed.  Further up the field, 
Bennett continued to push characteristically hard, despite reports of smoke being seen coming from 
his Swift. 

The race approached its conclusion and Gough had been steadily recovering places after his off early 
in proceedings.  By the final corner of the last lap he was right on the tail of second place man Patten, 
and with a well executed over-taking manoeuvre he managed to grab the second step on the podium 
by the chequered flag.  Ahead of him, Chisnall took a very popular win in his UCLAN Team run Van 
Diemen RF00.  Lloyd was best of the rest in fourth, ahead of Bennett and Joe Walton.  Murphy, 
Gardner, Skinner and Currie completed the top ten, with the fastest lap honours rightfully going to 
Gough after his excellent recovery drive.  
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Rounds five and six of the 2010 Avon Tyres Northern Formula 1600cc Championship will take place 
at Anglesey Circuit over the weekend of 26/27 June.  

Matt Hawkins: Coordinator – Avon Tyres Northern Formula 1600cc Championship  
(mj.hawkins@btinternet.com) 
 
     
© BRSCC Formula Ford 1600cc 2010 

mailto:mj.hawkins@btinternet.com

